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| CAUTION: There is a need for elaborate precautions to be put in place ahead of drilling
| of an offshore well in the Lamu basin, to safeguard the fragile ecosystem in the area =

Lamu oil drilling worries marine bodies

By PATRICK MAYOYD in Mafindi and Maambusn
Special Corruspondent in Kwabe diistrict.

It in emerging that &l

Futlmhj' by though the British-Austral-

dwindling  fish  stocks, consortinm . bie-

tuke mensures to ensure the
seareh for ofl s dope |n line
with international standarda.

According to Dr Asnand
Niusury, the WWF tcam
lender for the Eastern Af-
rica Marine Ecoreglon pro-
grarnme,  internatbonnd  af
exploration firms are koown
m te have comprehensive
environmentil - compobents

| in planning offshore ofl aper-

ations, Kenya should ensure
of] eaploration activities will
not be counterproductive o
conservation efforts.

He sadd WWE ta concerned
by the lack of environmentl
components in planping off-
shore ofl and gas esplocation
ani development.

"There i often an nssump-

thon of development in all ar-

nmﬂnq to Husseli Kha

projamines co-grdi-
nator of Muslims for Haman
Rigints (Mubmri}), the body has
written sewveral letters 1o the
Nations] Envircoment Man-
agement  AUHOTHy  request-
ing an ElA report, withoot
SFIRCCESEE.

Mr Khalid said, “We do not
know why Nema bns refosed
to furalsh us with & copy of
the EiA report. We have 1o
thom informing them of the
cincerns of Lamu residents
aboot the effects of drilling of
affshore ofl wells {n the Ling
basin”

0l exploration in Lamu is
being comducted by a Brit-




M Puar Du, e ot the vessels invibeid in the search for of dloag thy Remyas Goast. Mt Goeon Masty

its B1A report.

He snid exploration was n
short durntion prograomme
bt |f il or gas is found |p
commercinl quantites then o
full pecial impaet will be an-
dertoken in line with fnteme-

grumme — 60-80 days — the
offshore distance and water

mepsurements daring 2005
and T006," he said

He sisded durlug opevations,
thieir vessels will be eguipped
with oil spill fighting equip-
ment usd tralned personnel

He sald that, in the long
m.ﬂﬁﬂsi:llmllhﬂtilm

talnable, WWF supporis the
beed to switch (rom oon-re-
mmhhmﬂzlw
SOUFCEs;

"This means no Bew ofl
exploration, In the mediom-
TF'm.mnHmlulmupdm
iy ard production (s seen ps
A menrs to bridge the gap and
finanee a full transition from

energy” he sxid.

D Mgusaru sald WWF had
lannched o stakeholder-drme
& programme 1o support the
povernments of Kenya, Ton-
wnnda and Morsmbigoee in en-
suring thal any developmend
of oll and gas Industey is o
ried out appropristely 1o min-
imise the potential dangers
1o the environment.

“Mready WWF has sop-

He sald other messures la-
clude facilitating and devel.
uping mechanlsuws L enforce



