






What is NEO? 

NEO is an initiative aiming to improve 

workforce quality and the employability of 

poor and vulnerable youth in Latin America 

and the Caribbean. 

 

It is a pioneering alliance in which businesses, 
governments, and civil society join forces to 
provide resources, knowledge, and capacities in 
order to implement effective and sustainable 
youth employment solutions.  

          



With the strategic direction and 
contribution of 

The International Youth 

Foundation has been 

working with the MIF/IDB to 

prepare youth for the 

workforce for over 10 years. 

Together, they developed 

the successful “entra21” job 

skills training program.  

The Multilateral 

Investment Fund has 

financed more than 120 

youth employment and 

entrepreneurship projects 

since 1994. It has trained 

235,000 poor and low 

income youth in 24 

countries. 

The Inter-American 

Development Bank is the 

main source of funding for 

economic and social 

development in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

Its Labor Market and Social 

Security Unit promotes the 

creation of more and better 

jobs. 

          



And the founding partners 

          



          







Benefits for businesses 

• Access to training programs that meet business needs 

• Access to a qualified workforce 

• Influence public policies 

• Greater social commitment and brand recognition 

          



1.  Financing 

• Funding activities in the NEO countries of your preference 

• Collaborating with the strategic vision 

• Becoming a member of the regional Steering Committee  

 

2.  Training and employment opportunities 

• Supporting trainings for vulnerable youth 

• Offering internships and mentoring opportunities 

• Hiring youth in entry-level positions 

How can your business participate? 

          



Benefits for governments 

          

• Better coordination of training, career counseling, and job 

placement systems, for youth 

• Better articulation with the private sector  

• Ability to leverage resources from different sources 

• Increase in the employment rate of poor and vulnerable youth 



Contact information 

Francisco Larra 
Multilateral Investment Fund 
flarra@iadb.org 
 
Laura Ripani 
Inter-American Development Bank 
laurari@iadb.org 
 
Susan Pezzullo 
International Youth Foundation 
s.pezzullo@iyfnet.org 
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