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Who is who?

- Flanders, Belgium, master linguistics, ° 1959

- active in renewable energy sector since 1985

- co-founder of 

         - Ecopower in 1991: renewable energy cooperative

    - ODE-Vlaanderen in 1996: federation renewable energy in               

           Flanders/Belgium

         - REScoop.be in 2010: federation of groups and cooperatives of        

           citizens for renewable energy in Belgium

         - REScoop.eu in 2011: federation of groups and cooperatives of        

           citizens for renewable energy in Europe 
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City of Eeklo: 1999 
urbanistic analysis on wind energy

● Participatory process 

● Council

● Advice committees

● citizens

● Result

● 3 zones for

      windturbines

● 2 WT's on city

      property



City of Eeklo: 1999: public tender 

● importance to

participation of citizens

● choice of Ecopower



City of Eeklo: 2001 
royal support



● 2 x Enercon 1,8 MW et 1 x 

Enercon 600 kW

● Inauguration June 01 et 

January 02

● Excellent collaboration 

Enercon - Ecopower - city - 

landowner- citizens – 

electricity grid

● From 30 (1999) to ca. 700 

members (beginning of 2003)

City of Eeklo: 2001 
building phase



● New public tender 2 x Enercon 

2,3 MW 

● Selection Ecopower

● Fixed amount for city

● Ecopower partner of city

● Engineer

● District heating

● PV

City of Eeklo: 2011 



Context of Crises

In the context of crises:

     - financial crisis

     - economical crisis/system crisis

     - environmental crisis/energy crisis

     - social crisis

Energy will become one of the major issues of the coming decades.

We will face an energy transition from

     - fossil/nuclear fuels towards renewable energy

     - centralised to decentralised production

     - spoiling energy to rational energy use



Opportunity for citizens

Citizens and communities have now the opportunity to take up a role in 
their future energy production and supply

They will anyway as:

   - consumer

   - taxpayer

   - money-saver

Renewable Energy Sources Cooperatives are the ideal enterprise for 
citizens to take an active role in the energy transition.

Citizens have the choice...







REScoop solution

Baseline 7 international cooperative principles

Voluntary, open membership

Democratic member control

Member economic participation

Autonomy and independence

Education, training and information

Cooperation among cooperatives

Concern for the community

www.ica.coop/coop/principles.html





Touchstone energy cooperatives 
(USA)

What Makes Our Cooperatives Different?

'Touchstone Energy co-ops are owned by the members they serve and 
are committed to providing reliable electricity at the lowest price 
possible. In short, co-ops “look out” for the members they serve.‘

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tenKnIx4ouY



REScoop.eu

Federation of groups and cooperatives

of citizens for Renewable Energy in Europe

- Practical application of the 7 cooperative principles

- Supporting local communities

- Clean, affordable energy supply for all

- Citizens: role in production, distribution and supply

- Sharing of experience 

- Mutual practical and organisational support

- Creation of cooperative investment fund?

- Creation of pan-European sustainable energy supplier?

- Lobby local, regional, national, European and international               

        authorities



REScoop 20-20-20 IEE project
Project partners support groups and cooperatives of citizens to go 

together for renewable energy

Over 1000 REScoops in Europe?



Project summary REScoop 20-20-20

● renewable energy cooperatives

● federations of REScoops and coops

● local energy agencies

● academical partners

● sustainability agencies

join forces for more RES-projects, 

more REScoops, more citizens 

involved in Europe, reaching its       

20-20-20 targets

 

WP2
Best practices & 

Mentors

WP3
REScoop

business models

WP4
Investment 

schemes

WP5
New RES 
projects

WP6
Leveraging 

WP7 Communication

WP8  Dissemination Activities

WP1 Project management

Common 
understanding 
success and 
failure factors

Common 
understanding

(focus on 
financial schemes)

Group of Mentors

Models to
be applied

Toolbox for 
wide application

Investment 
schemes to be applied

Financial advice
and network



Background: citizens in action



More information on REScoop 20-20-20

For more information or contact have a look at 

www.rescoop.eu

www.facebook.com/pages/REScoopeu/198522540221034

or subscribe to our news alert 

Partners

www.ecopower.be/index.php/english

www.energy4all.co.uk/

www.middelgrunden.dk/middelgrunden/?q=en/node/35



More information

www.ica.coop/al-ica/ 

International Cooperative Allliance

www.2012.coop/ 

2012 UN year of Cooperatives

www.sustainableenergyforall.org/ 

2012 UN year of sustainable energy 

www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/

Rio+20 UNCSD

United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development

www.go100percent.org 

100% renewable energy communities



REScoop 20-20-20 project partners support groups and 

cooperatives of citizens for renewable energy. 

Contact us for support! www.rescoop.eu 

Thank you 








